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that it is a thorough change. They now conceive
that they have a right to take to themselves the
comforts of Christianity. Not being able to raise
their practice up to their standard of right, they
lower their standard to their practice : they sit down
for life contented with their present attainments, be-
guiled by the complacencies of their own minds, and
by the favourable testimony of surrounding friends ;
and it often happens, particularly where there is any
degree of strictness in formal and ceremonial ob-
servances, that there are no people more jealous of
their character for religion.
Others perhaps go farther than this. The dread of
the wrath to come has sunk deeper into their hearts;
and for awhile they strive with all their might to
resist their evil propensities, and to walk without
stumbling in the path of duty. Again and again
they resolve: again and again they break their re-
solutions3. All their endeavours are foiled, and
they become more and more convinced of their own
moral weakness, and of the strength of their inhe-
rent corruption. Thus groaning under the enslaving
power of sin, and experiencing the futility of the
utmost efforts which they can use for effecting their
deliverance, they are tempted (sometimes it is to be
feared they yield to the temptation) to give up all
in despair, and to acquiesce in their wretched cap-
8 If any one would read a description of this process, enlivened
and enforced by the powers of the most exquisite poetry, let him
peruse the middle and latter part of the fifth Book of cowper's
Task. My warm attachment to the beautifully natural composi-
tions of this truly Christian poet may perhaps bias my judgment;
but the part of the work to which I refer appears to me scarcely
surpassed by any thing in our language. The honourable epithet
of Gliristian may justly be assigned to a poet, whose writings, while
they fascinate the reader by their manifestly coming from the
heart, breathe throughout the spirit of that character of Christianity,
with which she was announced to the world $ " Glory to God,
peace on earth, good will towards men."

